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Comments for water plan

First of all, I would like to thank and commend the Department of Water Resources for the extra efforts made to create an
inclusive updated water plan, which recognizes the need for outreach to historically overlooked communi�es such as Tribes.
Since �me immemorial Tribes have had a holis�c rela�onship with the waters in this region, instead of a commodity with an
economic value Tribes realize that water is life.  There are many approaches to “ water management” , and the water plan
for the most part presents well thought out scenarios.  However, the one aspect  that is most concerning is the water
allocated for agriculture. At 30.5% of the water used in the state, it’s �me to take a realis�c look at industrial agriculture.
  This is a complicated issue, of course we want to grow enough food for the people, of course we want to support local
farmers. But, the irony is that on the one hand we are growing so much food that one of the largest percentage of solid
waste going to landfills is now food, we are pumping the groundwater dry to produce food that is thrown away, or shipped
around the world, subsidized by tax payer money.  Before droughts, popula�on growth, water diversions and over pumping
of ground water this wasn’t much of an issue. But �mes have changed, and it’s �me for industrial agriculture to change with
the �mes. There are many new technologies for agriculture, many drought tolerant varie�es, dry farming techniques, inter-
city aquaponics, the old industrial agriculture model of millions of acres of field crops doesn’t fit the “new normal”.  Just as
coal mining needs to make way for cleaner energy, industrial agriculture needs to embrace new technology as well. 
Outreach to farmers to teach drought tolerant crops, partnering with Universi�es to develop more dry-farming programs,
developing a water wise branding similar to organic branding, suppor�ng more inter-city aquaponics start-ups, educa�ng
farmers, consumers, and water managers are all cri�cal to changing the agriculture system.  Not only do we have to look at
carbon sequestering in soil, we must also look at banking water in the soil.  Every �me a crop is grown and shipped away
there is a net loss in the watershed,  with a huge cumula�ve impact.  Hopefully, the 2018 Water Plan will reflect this, and
create programs to begin the era of water wise agriculture prac�ces.
Thank you,
Respec�ully,
Terri McCartney
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians
EPA Director
3000 Shanel
Hopland, CA.  95449
tmccartney@hoplandtribe.com
707-472-2100 ext. 1304
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